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hearth was lighted with the spark produced.
Bride and bridegroom would sit up together
part of the night, say their prayers by the
fireside, and endeavour to realise the divine
spark in the earthly flame. The rite was
called Agni-adhana.1

Most private ceremonies such as marriage,
child-birth, or the burial of the dead, are
briefly commemorated in the grihya sutras.
Grihya is the adjective " domestic." A
special Day of the Dead, like the FETE DES
MOKTS in France, was set apart and held
sacred. As we lay floral wreaths on the
graves of our beloved, so the ancient Hindus
offered shraddha or oblations to their dear
ones who had passed away.2 Some grihya
sutras are short family prayers, others have
reference to the celebrations of the new
moon, harvest festival, and different holidays
throughout the year.

1  Literally "keeping up the fire."    Sanskrit agni
(the agile flame) is the same word as Latin ignis; to
igniie means to set on "fire."

2  We have seen in a previous note that the Sanskrit
letters shr correspond to cr in Latin.    The Apostles'
Creed begins with Credo, i.e., I believe, and sArMdha
is a "believer in the Veda."    Offerings to the dead
being in accordance with the Vedic creed were also
called shrdddho,.
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